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doned animals, artist Darek Pala has teamed up with Miami Veterinary Specialist to create Karmela's
Fund. Pala will auction of 10 paintings including the one above and donate 50 percent of the money

raised to Karmela’'s Fund.

Art to help raise money to aid homeless pets

By MIKE DILL
mdill@calkins-media.com

They were brought by the tens
of thousands to the door steps of
Miami-Dade Animal Services.
Last year alone, more than 34,000
Miami area animals found them-
selves without a home,

And, that's just at one shelter!

About 20,000 of those animals
met an unfortunate fate — euthana-

s,
While there are plenty of rea-

sons animals are surrendered,
many of them come in with serious
injuries or complicated medical
conditions. This makes them
nearly impossible to adopt.

“People, for whatever reason,
are afraid to take on a pet with
injuries,” said Dr. Sara Pizano of
Miami-Dade Animal Services.

To help save these pets, Miami
Veterinary Specialists is teaming
up with world renowned artist,
Darek Pala to offer “Karmela’s
Fund.” The fund will assist four

Miami area shelters and rescues to
care for sick pets which require
specialty veterinary care.

“It’s important because there

_are a lot of advanced specialty pro-

cedures that we can perform and
the most frustrating part, as doc-
tors, is to have to turn away pets
due to finances,” said Dr. Juan
Sardinas, a Board Certified
Veterinary Surgeon with Miami
Veterinary Specialists.
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This project will allow funds to
be available for pets who need to
be adopted.”

The procedures performed at
Miami Veterinary Specialists are
mose advanced than what is per-
formed at a general veterinarian,

These prodecures include
advanced surgical care, tending to
bad hips and repairing fractures.

“The problem with advanced spe-
cialty care is it is expensive,”
Sardinas said. “Karmela’s Fund
will help us to be able to give help
to those animals that were picked
up at shelters and adopted.”

Miami Veterinary Specialists
works with the pet owners, the
general veterinarian and the pet to
see what is best for the pet and
owner. They also work with the
different rescue orpanization and
shelters in the area to try not to let
the animal be cuthanized.

“We work as a triangle with the
pet owner and general veterinari-
an,” Sardinas said. “We don’t want
the animals to be euthanized. We
count on the rescue groups to
snatch up the animals and let us
know about them.”

Karmela’s Fund is Miami
Veterinarian Specialists first jour-
ney into fundraising for to help
off-set the high costs of the
advanced medical procedures it
performs,

Sardinas is hoping to gain great
interest from the community, and
continue the fundraising efforts.

To provide initial funds for
“Karmela’s Fund,” Pala is auction-
ing ten specially created dog paint-
ings. These one-of-a-kind vils un
canvas range in size from 20"x20"
to 50"x50". Bidding for each
painting starts at $1,000, with 50
percent of the money going to
Karmela’s Fund.

People can view the paintings in
person. The paintings are on dis-
play in the lobby of Miami
Veterinary ~ Specialists.  The
address is 8601 Sunset Drive in

.Miami. Viewing hours are

Monday through Friday from 7:30
am. to 6:30 p.m. and Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The phone
number is 305-665-2820.

People can also view the paint-
ings online by going to
www.mvshospital.com. Click at
the top of the home page on “about
us.” Then choose Karmela's
Fund. f

To make a bid by phone, please
contact Robbie at Miami
Veterinary Specialists at 305-665-
2820, i



